AGE ABILITY COMMITTEE REPORT TO DIOCESAN COUNCIL - MAY 2009

The committee met with Brenda Kearns, Community Support Advice Officer for Age Concern-Help the Aged to find out how the committee may be able to interact with this agency in making information more widely available throughout the diocese.
In outlining her responsibilities with Age Concern-Help the Aged, one of the main areas of concern was helping people demystify the complicated world of the benefits system.  In Northern Ireland in 2008 there was a staggering total of £140 million in unclaimed benefits. At a time when many people are reeling from the current financial climate, enabling people to have the knowledge and confidence to have a benefit entitlement ‘health check’ is one of the main areas, Ms Kearns’s work.  There are many urban myths surrounding benefits and entitlements and through meetings with various groups, Ms Kearns, who has province wide responsibilities, hopes people will be able to alleviate their circumstances of poverty and debt by access to information.  Many benefits can be claimed via a telephone call without the need to fill in complicated forms.
Ms Kearns also has responsibility for community care issues and issues dealing with residential care. 
It was felt that a half day seminar on this subject may not be the best way of getting this information into our parishes and the committee have suggested that an article in the autumn edition of Connor Connections which would highlight the work Ms Kearns is involved in and the article could provide points of contact for those concerned about their benefits.
Dr Heather Morris

Dr Morris was the keynote speaker at the seminar arranged by the Age Ability Committee in the autumn of 2008 at the Templeton Hotel, Templepatrick.  This proved to be a most successful event.  Dr Morris has been booked to do a further seminar on 21/22 October 2010 looking at issues surrounding how to care for the carer.

Edinburgh Diocese

Archdeacon McBride has been in contact with Mary Moffett who helps to coordinate Faith in Older People – FIOP.  This committee has organised seminars on spirituality issues sand spiritual care of the elderly, especially those with dementia.  They have also worked closely with their local hospital chaplains.  Edinburgh Diocese has well established link with agencies which specialise in caring for the elderly and it could be very advantageous for the Age Ability Committee from Connor to explore these areas together.

Dr Max Watson

Dr Max Watson is the medical director at the Northern Ireland Hospice and works with other hospices in Northern Ireland and in Essex.  He also specialises in medical ethics and lectures at the University of Ulster.  Dr Watson, before his medical studies, ministered in the Presbyterian Church.  He recently spoke to the Northern Ireland Healthcare Chaplains’ Association on issues surrounding terminal illness. It was very informative and Dr Watson is a very accomplished communicator who understands both the medical and spiritual issues which are associated in such difficult circumstances.  The committee are hoping to run a half or whole day seminar for clergy in spring 2010 looking at these issues.
